
BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

Large Scenic Props

1 Hood lamps 10 14" diameter.  

2 Cotton bales 5

54" x 21" x 24"H  One has a hole in the side for a 

cotton hook to be able to hook into

3 Cotton cart 1 72" x 36" x 71"

4 Boat on trailer 1

11'-2" x 4'-2" x 3'-7" Has rope tied to the front of the 

trailer for singers to pull onstage.  When not onstage it 

is tipped on back end and sits on a wheeled cart.  

5 Boat chocks 2 pr

Wooden wedges attached by rope. Used by singers so 

the boat won't roll around onstage

Furniture

Used throughout

6 Table 1 36" dia x 30" H Chorus

7 Rocking chair 1

Has a pillow cushion tied to it.  Arms. 27" x 22" x 36" H 

at the back Maria

8 Stool #1 1 13" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

9 Stool #2 1 Throwing Stool. Metal. 14" dia x 20" Chorus

10 Stool #3 1 13" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

11 Stool #4 1 14" dia x 20". Upper part turned legs Chorus

12 Stool #5 1 13" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

13 Stool #6 1 Tall Funeral Stool. 14" dia x 30" Chorus

14 Stool #7 1 12" dia x 18". Square legs Chorus

15 Stool #9 1 14" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

16 Stool #10 1 13" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

17 Stool #11 1 13" dia x 18". Round legs Chorus

18 Stool #12 1 Boat Stool. 12" x 12" x 18" Chorus

19 Stool #13 1 12" dia x 18". Square legs Chorus

21 Back-up stool #1 1 Square legs Chorus

22 Back-up stool #2 1 Round legs Chorus

23 Back-up stool #3 1 Square legs Chorus

24 Back-up stool #4 1 Square legs Chorus

28 Chair #1 1 17" x 14" x 34" H.  Wood slat seat and ladder back Chorus

29 Chair #2 1

17" x 17" x 40" H. Whicker seat with carved and turned 

back Chorus

30 Chair #3 1 17" x 17" x 35" H. Whicker seat with slat back Chorus

31 Chair #4 1 18" x 16" x 32" H. Splayed legs with flat slat back Chorus

32 Chair #7 1

19" x 17" x 34" H. Turned legs, spindles and swooped 

back rails Chorus

33 Chair #6 1

16" x 16" x 35" H. Turned legs, spindles and curved 

back support Chorus

34 Chair #5 1

17" x 17" x 35" H. Turned legs, spindles and curved 

back support Chorus

35 Walkover chair 1

16" x 14" x 36" H. Metal chair eith leather pad on the 

back and rubber tips on the feet to assist with the 

action of tipping the chair back while standing on the 

seat Sporting Life

36 Bed 1

72" x 31" x 38" H. Has a ticking mattress and a pillow 

with a pillow case Porgy

37 Rolled up mattress 1

30" x 20" x12" H. Is carried out on the bed and then 

placed on the floor underneath the bed Dressing

Weapons
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

38 Cotton hook 1 13" x 6". Made of steel and wood. Act 1 scene 1 Jim

39 Fight cotton hook 1

13" x 6". Made of rubber tube around a copper pipe 

and wood. Act 1 scene 1 Crown

40 Fight knife 1 11" long. Made of cast rubber. Act 3 scene 1 Porgy

Hand Props

ACT 1

Scene 1:  Catfish Row (A Summer Evening)

Summertime

41 Fish on string 1 3 fish on separate strings tied into 1 knot. Scipio

Women Chorus Props

42 Washing bucket 1 22" x 11" x 13" H. Oval metal Chorus

43 Washboard 1 12.5" x 24" Chorus

44 Scrub brush 1 Soft bristle vegetable brush

45 Washing  1 Shirt with buttons Chorus

46 Oval basket w/ handles 1 18" x 15" x 11" Chorus

47 Sheets 9  3 "Sheets", 2 large muslin rags, 4 pillow cases Chorus

48 Dark wood oval basket 1 27" x 22" x 8" Chorus

49 Sheets 9 4 pillow cases, 2 "sheets", 3 linen dish towels Chorus

50 Baby in plaid blanket 1

25" long. Black Reborn baby silicone sleeping dolls 

soft vinyl girls toys with magnet pacifier 

www.amazon.com Chorus

51 Quilt 1

For the sewing circle w/3 needles attached for 

"sewing". 58" x 84" Chorus

52 Knitting basket 1

10" x 12" basket w/handle. 2 half knit pieces with ball 

of yarn Chorus

53 Grocery bag 1 11" x 6.5".  Net bag with square paper packages Chorus

54 Med. Black bible 1

9"x6"x 1.25" Hard cover with "HOLY BIBLE" written in 

gold on the front and 3 red ribbons as place holders Chorus

55 Teal book 1 5.75" x 8.5" x 1" Hard cover Chorus

Men Chorus Props

56 Lunch box #1 1 Gunmetal, dome top. 10" x 5" x 7" Chorus

57 Lunch box #2 1 Black, dome top. 10" x 5" x 7" Chorus

58 Small pail w/rag 1 7" dia x 7" H Chorus

59 Lobster traps 5

30" x 20" x 13" H. Tossed from person to person, 

stacked on all sides.  Chorus

60 Wooden bucket 1 11.5" x 12" Chorus

61 Tomato can spit cup 3.5" dia x 4.5"H. Supreme Court Tomatoes  label Chorus

62 Dice sets 3 1.25" x 1.25" wood Chorus

63 Red coin purse 1 4" x 4" Red alligator leather with metal coin purse Chorus

64 Brown pocketbook 1 4" x 6" Brown leather with metal coin purse frame Chorus

65 Muslin wrap 1

8" x 8" Serged edge muslin hankie. Holds 10 coins and 

3 bills Chorus

66 $5 bills 25

Period style black and white image printed on 24lb 

Celery color Southworth Parchment paper Chorus

67 $1 bills 25

Period style black and white image printed on 24lb 

Celery color Southworth Parchment paper Chorus

68 Coins 60 Various colors, sizes.  All metal Chorus

69 Large craps tray 1 32" x 22" x 5" Chorus

70 Pie pan 1

For collecting money in the large craps tray. Bare 

metal pie pan. 9" dia Chorus
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

Principle Props

71 Baby in blue blanket 1

Baby Jake. 25" long. Black Reborn baby silicone 

sleeping dolls soft vinyl girls toys with magnet pacifier 

www.amazon.com Clara

72 Pie tin 1 Peaches in the pie tin with the paring knife Maria

73 Paring knife 1 Dull Maria

74 Peaches 2 Fake Maria

75 Corn cob pipe 1

Rigged with an Epuffer  electric cigarette and 0mg 

nicotine regular tobacco flavor cartidges.  Has a 

USB/wall charger for the battery.  The battery is the 

stem of the pipe that has been painted to match the 

corn cob.  There is an extra battery and extra Maria

76 Tobacco bag 1 5.25" x 2" with drawstring Maria

77 Crutch 1

9" x 51" Same crutch used throughout.  Is adjustable 

for different singers.  The dressing will need to be 

removed and replaced to do so Porgy

78 Small flask 1

4" x 4" x 1" Metal flask with attached cap and a leather 

band attached Bess/Crown

79 Big flask 1

5" x 4" x 1" Metal flask with attached cap and has been 

distressed Robbins 

80 Happy dust packets 30

Newsprint. See "Happy Dust Packet Instructions" for 

specific fold directions.  Pulled from the interior brim of 

his hat. 3" x 1.5" when folded and 6" x 6" when open Sporting Life

81 Porgy crate 1

Wooden crate with dividers to make it look like a soda 

bottle crate.  Has a 7up label stenciled on the side.  He 

sits on it. It is also used in his room. 18" x 15" x 11" Porgy

A Woman Is a Sometime Thing

Here Comes De Honey Man

82 Honey tray 1

23" x 16" x 5"  Tray with leather strap to carry, holds a 

large honey pot and 10 mason jars.  There are dividers 

in the tray to keep all pieces separate.  The jars have 

amber shellac cured on the inside to look like honey 

and are topped with linen covers tied with twine.  They 

are  loose to pass out to chorus Peter

68 Coins 3 In the tray Peter

They Pass By Singin'

Oh Little Stars

39 Fight hook 1 Crown attacks Robbins with it Crown

83 Body tarp 1

12' x 20' distressed, green canvas tarp.  Robbins is 

rolled onto the tarp and dragged off stage Chorus

80 Happy dust packets 1

Sporting Life gives it to Bess and she sniffs the paper.  

It is just folded paper Sporting Life

84 Police whistle 1 Used off stage. Large size Vinex Super whistle  Crew

Scene 2:  Serena's Room (The Following Night)

Gone, Gone, Gone

Stools 13 All stools
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

85 Saw horses 2

Brought out by 2 chorus and set on spikes so the 

funeral board carrying Robbins can be set onto them. 

35" x 16" x 29"

86 Funeral board 1

35" x 75" x 2.5"  3 lengths of 1x12 pine are battened 

with 3 lengths of 1x8 pine.  There are "stops" on the 

battens closest to the short ends of the carrying board.  

This is to help line up the top of the saw horse with the 

battens for maximum strength. Chorus carry out 

Robbins on the funeral board and place it on the saw 

horses

87 Dark grey funeral sheet 1

Brought out and placed over Robbins after the funeral 

board is set. 66" x 75"  Has a label in the corner that 

says "Funeral Sheet"

88 Small black bible 1 7" x 5" x 1".  Soft cover

89 Funeral pie pan 1

9" dia distressed metal pan with crisping holes in the 

bottom.  To collect money for the funeral

Overflow

90 Billy club 1 1.5" dia x 24.5" long. Bangs against the set with it Policeman

My Man's Gone Now

Leavin 'For The Promise' Lan'

ACT 2

Scene 1: Catfish Row (A Month Later)

It Take a Long Pull To Get There

Women Chorus Props

50 Baby in plaid blanket 1 Repeat Chorus

55 Teal book 1 Repeat Chorus

91 Magazine 1 True Story Magazine . Vintage. 11" x 9" Chorus

92 Trays 2

With 5 mugs and coffee pot. 14" diameter with non-slip 

rubberized coating Chorus

93 Mugs 5

Assorted. 2 tall enamel with handle, 1 short enamel 

with handle, 1 short metal with handle, 1 tall copper 

with handle Chorus

94 Green coffee pot 1 8.5" dia x 10" H.  Enamel metal pot painted green Chorus

Brown pocketbook 1 Holds 2 bills Chorus

42 Washing bucket 1 Repeat Chorus

43 Washboard 1 Repeat Chorus

44 Scrub brush 1 Repeat

45 Washing  1 Repeat Chorus

51 Quilt 1 Repeat Chorus

95 Unfinished red banner 1 With 3 sewing needles attached. 8'-6" x 3'-0" Chorus

48 Dark wood oval basket 1 Repeat Chorus

Men Chorus Props

4 Boat on trailer 1 Repeat

5 Boat chocks 2 pr Repeat

96 Toy boat 1

For Scipio to play with while in the boat on trailer. 13" x 

4" x 9" Scipio

97 Nets 2

One with ropes 8'-0" dia One without ropes 14'-0" x 5'-

0" Chorus

59 Lobster traps 4 Repeat Chorus
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

98 Pail w/damp sponge 1

Metal pail with sponge in the bottom to allow men to 

"dip" rags into pail to wipe themselves off.  The sponge 

holds water so there is no splashing. 11" dia x 10" w/ 

handle Chorus

99 Rags 7

16" x 26". 3 w/grey stripe, 3 w/blue stripe, 1 w/red 

stripe Chorus

100 Bucket of corn 1 9" dia x 10" H. Holds 7 ears of plastic corn Chorus

61 Tomato can spit cup 1 Repeat Chorus

101 Plate and fork 2

2 guys finish their breakfast. White enamel plate 9" 

diameter Chorus

Principle Props

71 Baby in blue blanket 1 Baby Jake Clara

78 Small flask 1 Repeat

80 Happy dust packets Repeat Sporting Life

102 Cutting board 1

Holds 2 fish wrapped in red towel and a cleaver. 11" x 

11"x 0.75" Maria

103 Wrapped fish 2 Missing heads and gutted Maria

104 Red dish towel 1 Used to wrap one fish in. 14" square Maria

105 Cleaver 1 Used to gut fish… but really to chase Sporting Life with Maria

77 Crutch 1 Repeat Porgy

I Got Plenty O' Nuttin'

81 Porgy crate 1 Repeat

106 Large tin can 1

Has holes punched in it like he is making a lantern.  No 

action on stage Porgy

107 Screwdriver 1 Flathead. Used for punching the holes. Porgy

80 Happy dust packet w/dust 1

Maria grabs this from Sporting Life and tears it up.  

"Dust" falls to the ground.  The dust is corn starch X

105 Cleaver 1 Maria uses this to chase Sporting Life around Maria

Buzzard Song

Bess, You Is My Woman

108 Crate unit 1

2 crates attached on top of each other with folds of 

fabric in the upper crate for dressing. 20.5" x 32.5" x 

20"

36 Bed 1 With mattress and pillow in case on it

36 Pillow 1 With pillow case

37 Rolled up mattress 1 Under the bed

46 Oval basket w/ handles 1 Repeat but this time Bess is using it Bess

109 Light grey sheet 1

Taken from the top of oval basket with handles and is 

used to make the bed. Full size sheet. Labeled in the 

corner "Bed Sheet" Bess

110 Broom 1 Bess is using it to  clean up Porgy's room. 9"x54" Bess

111 Yellow flower 1 Real yellow daisy with about 6" long stem X Porgy

Oh I Can't Sit Down

112 Clara's basket 1 Red fabric with dingy white with stripes fabric

113 Picnic basket #1 1 Blue stripe fabric and pale red fabric

114 Picnic basket #2 1

Muddy green fabric, pale red fabric and blue striped 

towel 

115 Picnic basket #3 1

Dingy white with small red stripe fabric and green floral 

fabric

116 Picnic basket #4 1 Pale pink fabric and pale green/yellow striped fabric
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

117 Picnic basket #5 1

Blue and dingy white and pale green striped fabric tied 

in a knot

118 Picnic basket #6 1 Hard lid

119 Picnic basket #7 1

Blue and dingy white and pale green striped fabric 

tucked in all sides

120 Picnic basket #8 1

Pale blue fruit fabric with dark blue/white/brown stripe 

fabric

121 Picnic basket #9 1 Pale pink floral fabric

122 Finished banner on poles 1

8'-6" x 3'-0" banner with pockets on either side for 9'-0" 

long 1.5" wooden dowels 

123 Huge basket 1 16" dia x 37" H Has purple plaid fabric on top Maria

Scene 2:  Kittiwah Island (Evening, The Same Day)

I Ain't Got No Shame

112-

121 Picnic baskets 10 Repeat

122 Finished banner on poles 1 Repeat

143 White towel 1 In case of spills.   PICTURE

124 Baptismal tub 1 To catch water. 24" dia x 10" H metal tub

125 Metal Pitcher w/water 1

To pour water onto the washcloth so it looks like it is 

over the head of the baptized X

126 White washcloth 1

It Ain't Necessarily So

88 Small black bible 1 Repeat. Gets thrown by Sporting Life

What You Want Wid Bess?

Scene 3: Catfish Row (Before Dawn, A Week Later)

Reprise of It Take a Long Pull to Get There  props

Oh Doctor Jesus

Same Porgy Bedroom Props as Bess, You Is My 

Woman

Strawberry Woman 

127 Strawberry basket 1

20" x 14" x 14" Holds 8 individual bags of fake 

strawberries that are handed out. Holds 1 small basket 

of fake strawberries with a bowl in the middle to hold 6 

real strawberries X

128 Blue towel 1 To cover the strawberry basket

82 Honey tray 1 Repeat

Crab Man

129 Crab basket 1

16" dia x 12" H. Has 7 loose crabs that wiggle and can 

be removed from the basket.  Kids play with 3 and lady 

buys 3 to put into big pot

130 Big pot w/ rag 1 14" dia x 11"H. To put 3 crabs into

I Loves You, Porgy

Scene 4: Serena's Room (Dawn of the Following 

Day)

Oh, Hev'nly Father

131 Lanterns 4 Light up. 9 volt battery and switch

132 Non-light lanterns 4 Non light up

133 Army blanket 1 Full size grey wool blanket
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BES - RED Porgy and Bess Period: 1923

# Prop Qty Notes P Character

Oh, De Lawd Shake De Heavens

Oh, Dere's Somebody Knockin' At De Do'

A Red Headed Woman

134 Drowning Platforms 2

For Jake and Clara to climb on top of for the drowning 

scene

ACT 3  

Scene 1: Catfish Row (The Next Night)

Clara, Clara

135 Large lantern 1 Light up. 9 volt battery and switch Funeral 

136 Large Coffin 1 24" x 78" x 15" Carried by 4 chorus.  Jake's coffin Chorus

137 Small Coffin 1 18" x70" x 14" Carried by 4 chorus. Clara's coffin Chorus

88 Small black bible 1 Repeat

Fight knife 1 Used by Porgy to kill Crown.  Rubber knife Porgy

83 Body tarp 1 Repeat. This time it is used for Crown

Scene 2: Catfish Row (The Next Afternoon)

138 Black notebook 1 Small palm size steno pad with black cover. 3" x 5" Coroner

139 Pencil 1 For writing notes in the notebook Coroner

80 Happy dust packets 1

Sporting Life gives it to Bess and she sniffs the paper.  

It is just folded paper Sporting Life

There's A Boat Dat's Leavin' Soon For New York

35 Walkover chair 1

Aluminum navy chair that has rubber feet and a leather 

patch on the back of the backrest to help aid in the 

walkover stunt Sporting Life

Scene 3: Catfish Row (A Week Later)

Good Mornin', Sistuh!

Reprise of Summertime  props

140 Green Box 1

Holds a red dress for Bess. 20" x 11" x 3" with Sears 

logo.  Has pink tissue paper inside to wrap dress Porgy

141 Red Dress 1 Is a present for Bess. Never worn

Oh, Bess, Oh Where's My Bess

Oh Lawd, I'm On My Way

Backstage 

4 Wheeled cart 1 Used for storing the boat offstage

142 Gray wash clothes 2 For Jake and Porgy to help wipe away sweat

143 White towel 1 In case of spills onstage

144 Cookie tin w/ extra money 2

For both sides of the stage. Holds coins and bills for 

singers to grab 
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